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One Ofthe greateSt tragedies we've seen in our culture is the active and passive

diminishing of the dignity and value of women. However, biblically, the gospel beckons the family of
God to be a witness of unity based on the common dignity and worth both men and women have
because they are both made in the image of God and are rooted in Christ. The Apostle Paul makes

this clear when he says, “There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male and female; since you are all
one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, heirs according to the
promise” (Galatians 3:28-29, CSB, emphasis added).

So where did things go wrong? We may be able to trace the tragedy back to a misunderstanding of the
image of God in relation to the fall of humankind in Genesis 3. The image of God is often said to have
been broken in humanity as a result of the fall. However, the people of God must see that the image
of God was unbroken during the fall; instead humanity was broken, failing to meet the standard of
the image of God.

We start first with the consideration of the nature of the fall (Genesis 3) and the impact of sin on
humanity — namely, the impact on humankind created in the likeness and image of God. (Genesis 1:26-27)
Cornelius Plantinga observes that God is in the act of binding together humanity and the rest of
creation as stewards and caretakers connected to Himself because humans bear the image of God.
As male and female, humans fit together as a harmony, which in itself images God. Plantinga connects
this reality with Genesis 3, saying, “Against this background of original separating and binding, we must see
the fall as anti-creation, the blurring of distinctions and the rupturing of bonds, and the one as a
result of the other”

But did the fall break the image of God in humanity? While historically this has been stated in
sermons and theology books,” there are some theological consequences to this thought. Some examples,
historically, of God’s image being broken in humanity include decisions about the dignity and value of
certain members of humanity based on gender or ethnicity.

Forinstance, slave traders and owners rationalized and condoned the selling and buying of Africans
because of the claim they were in the image of God to alesser degree than Caucasians.’ The implication
of a “broken image” also works its way into the scenario of humans born with a cognitive delay or
disability. The great theologian Martin Luther tragically advocated for the drowning of a “feebleminded”
12-year-old child because he claimed that evidence of the child's limited mental capacity revealed
some sort of corruption of the child's reason and soul.” The Church historically equated the Imago Dei
with specific characteristics such as rationality, intellect, creativity, and the ability to communicate
or relate with each other. Tragically, even the influential early Church father Augustine suggested
that women lacked the image of God and that their connection to God’s image was through their
relationship with man.’

Copyright 2022 Dr. Joel Muddamalle. All rights reserved.

This content pairs with Season 2, Episode 1,"Why No One Wins When a Woman Is Devalued," from the Therapy & Theology
podcast series "Let’s Stop Avoiding This Conversation: 6 Topics Women Have Big Questions About."



However, there is no indication in the biblical text that God created man and woman with different
levels or degrees of His image! In Hebrew, the terms used for both "male" and "female" refer to biological
gender, (Leviticus 12:2, 5, 7; Leviticus 15:33) which is also true of animals (Genesis 6:19; Genesis 7:3, 9, 16)
and therefore establishes sexual identity and gender. (Leviticus 27:3-5, 7, Numbers 5:3) It’s important
to note here that sexual identity is given by God at creation and is not a consequence of the fall.
Kleinig, commenting on the image of God as it relates to both man and woman, says, “So, both their
sexual status and their gender are aspects of their creation in God’s image. Men and women were
designedtoreflect God’s character, his qualities, and his activity, each seperately in their devotion to
Jesus and together in their conjugal sexual union with each other” Fitzpatrick and Schumaker say,
“Perhaps the best and most biblical way for us to understand being male and female in God’s image
is this: God created a being, 'man,' in his image and then divided that being, 'man,’ into male and
female image-bearers.” | would make one clarifying observation about the nature of the division:
This "dividing" is not a reduction of the image, but rather it is a multiplication of the image of God.

Therefore, before the fall, both man and woman (together) were made fully in the likeness and image
of God. This is seen in three ways:

First, God exclusively creates both man and woman in His likeness and His image. The two terms in
parallel to describe God’s creation of humans are "image” (¥7n (sé-/ém)) and "likeness" (Tain (demdt)). The
language presents Adam and Eve in a royal lineage, as they are granted the image of the King.’

Second, Adam and Eve are told to "rule" creatures (170, Genesis 1:26, 28, CSB) and "subdue" the
creation itself (>aw; Genesis 1:28, CSB).” The command and commission given to Adam and Eve by
God are rooted first in the divine King's active work in creation — namely, taking the chaos of the
earth and providing order, naming and creating, and then giving the right to reign and rule to
humanity, whom He created in His image. (Genesis 1:26)

Finally, both man and woman are equal partners under the divine rule of God with a particular destiny
to cultivate and develop the earth for the benefit of humanity and unto the glory of God." Again, as
a point of emphasis, we must note that all of this takes place prior to the fall. God’s intended desire
for Adam and Eve (together) was for them to rule and reign, to subdue and take dominion over the
earth and multiply the image of God throughout the earth.

The Impact of Sin on the Image of God:

Upon sin entering the world in Genesis 3, what is the impact on humanity? Sin indeed has an impact
on humanity. However, we must consider the impact of sin within the framework of separation. First,
sin separates God and humanity. As a result of sin, humans are unable to enjoy the presence of God
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through communion. Sin makes it impossible for us to express the full intent and purpose of our existence
— namely, to love God with all our hearts, souls and minds. Francis A. Schaeffer says, “When man
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sinned, the purpose of his existence was smashed.”” Second, sin separates humans from themselves.
Sin compels us not only to deceive others but also to deceive ourselves. Therefore, humans have
been lying to themselves ever since the fall.” Finally, sin separates person from person. This sociological
separation is seen immediately as Adam and Eve attempted to blame each other for the consequence

of their actions.

Adam and Eve longed to be what they could not be as creatures (like God), and in so doing, they
ended up losing what they could and should be.” In all of this separation, there is one unbroken thing:
the image of God.

Humans (men and women) are still made in the image of God, and they do not stop being human.
Humanity, though fallen, retains dignity because the image of God did not break. However, humankind
is hijacked and detoured from its intended destiny. Therefore, we are left with a separation in
relationship, which has humanity stranded and distant from God. Possibly the most conclusive
evidence of the unbroken image of God is the scriptural evidence after the fall. Before the fall, all
humans were made in the image of God. (Genesis 1:26-27) Throughout human history after the fall,
humans are still said to be image-bearers of God. (Genesis 9:6; 1 Corinthians 11:7; James 3:9) Finally, in the
eschaton, upon consummation, humanity will still be reflective of the image of God. (1 John 3:2)
Therefore, Scripture is clear when it comes to the ontological status of humanity made in the image of
God. The image of God is “permanent, unchangeable, and incapable of being lost. It is of the essence
of who we are as humans. This status has been graciously and irrevocably given to all human beings,
precisely because they are human.”® Ultimately, the status of the image of God is bestowed rather
than appraised. In other words, the status of dignity is a gift given, not achieved.”

The Image of God: Status and Standard

While the Scriptures do not teach that the image of God in humanity is broken, something goes tragically
wrong as a result of the fall. Humanity (both men and women) is broken. Plantinga suggests that the
human is “stripped” or “despoiled,” referring to sin as corruption that “disturbs shalom — twisting,
weakening, and snapping the thousands of bonds that give particular beings integrity and that tie
them to others”” Therefore, the corruption of sin seems to be specifically connected to the human.
JohnF.Kilner argues that theimage of God is the standard we were made to reflect. In the same way,
a building has a blueprint; if the building breaks somehow, this does not mean the blueprint was
broken.” Similarly, sin does not damage the image of God; sin'simpactis upon the person who fails to

meet the standard yet fully maintains the status of the image of God.”
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All humans, regardless of their gender, race, culture, education or socioeconomic status, are fully, in
terms of this status, bestowed with the image of God. Bavinck notes, “Nothing in a human being is
excluded from the image of God. While all creatures display vestiges of God, only a human being is
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the image of God.

"Standard" refers to the expectation placed on humans to act in obedience and accord in light of
their bestowed status as image-bearers” Every human action and interaction with other
image-bearers must meet the standard of the image of God. Therefore, during the fall, the image of
God stayed unbroken. The image of God is graciously bestowed upon humanity as the status that
separates all humanity from any other thing. Humanity is then given a standard to meet the status.
During the fall, because the human has broken, he or she is unable to meet the standard and therefore
truly reflect the status of image-bearers of God.

Conclusion:

This begs the question of how we treat women, who are fully in the image of God (status). Any
degrading or subjugation of women is in fact evidence of humanity's inability to meet the standard
of being in the image of God. Throughout this discussion we have clearly seen that Adam and Eve
both were made in the image of God prior to the fall. God had expectations for Adam and Eve, who
served as His royal representatives to take care of and subdue the earth for His glory. (Genesis
1:26-28; Genesis 2:15) The impact of the fall brought destruction and stripped, despoiled, broke and
separated humans from God and each other. However, in Christ, all that had been separated was
brought together through the cross.

We started with this verse, Galatians 3:28-29, and now | want to return to it. This is why Paul is able to
say, “There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male and female; since you are all one in Christ Jesus.
And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, heirs according to the promise” (CSB,
emphasis added). In Christ, we return to the ideal of Eden. We are called to reflect the image of God,
whichis a status that is gifted to us and therefore requires us to live up to the standard that accompanies
it. One of those standards is the respect, value and dignity that we show women.
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Joel’s Video Notes:

Important women mentioned:

Mary sitting at the feet of Jesus - Luke 10:39

Woman at the well - John 4

Women who stayed with Jesus at the cross - Matthew 27:55, John 19:25, Mark 15:40-41

Women who were eyewitnesses of the resurrection - “Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and
Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, but
these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.” (Luke 24:10-11, ESV)

Mary sitting at the feet of Jesus:

“Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed
him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his
teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, ‘Lord, do
you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered
her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary.
Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-42, ESV)

Jesus makes a revelation to Martha: Redemptive Reversal

“Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Bethany was
near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to con-
sole them concerning their brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, but Mary remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died. But even now | know that whatever you ask from God, God will give
you.” Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, I know that he will rise again
in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, | am the resurrection and the life. Whoever
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never
die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; | believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
who is coming into the world.” (John 11:17-27, ESV)

The women named and unnamed:

-Mary Magdalene, a woman from whom Jesus had cast out seven demons (Matthew 27:55-56; Mark
15:40-41; John 19:25)

- Salome, the wife of Zebedee and mother of James and John, the “sons of thunder” and two of Jesus’
disciples (Mark 15:40-41)

- Mary, the mother of James the younger and of Joseph (John 19:25, Mark 15:40-41)

- Mary, the mother of Jesus, and her sister (John 19:25)

- Many other Daughters of Jerusalem (Luke 23:27-31), unnamed women (Mark 15:41), and acquaintances
of Jesus (Luke 23:49)
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